
It is alleged two Australian children were
abused in two separate incidents at child
care centres at hotels on the Indonesian
island of Bali.

It has been four years since a three-year
-old Victorian girl was allegedly sexually abused
at a creche at the Sheraton Nusa Dua in 2001,
and two years after a five-year-old West
Australian boy was allegedly orally raped at 
a nearby resort. 

The mother of one of the alleged victims has given
an account to ABC TV's Lateline program of finding
her daughter in a distressed state when she went
to pick her up from a hotel child care centre.

"My daughter was crying, she was standing
there, she was beside herself in tears," she said.

The two-year-old girl was later found to have
contracted gonorrhoea.

The Australian Federal Police co-operated with
their Indonesian counterparts on both
investigations, neither of which has led to
charges being laid. The investigations never
established who was responsible for the abuse.

Since these allegations were raised, the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
has issued general information on the 
government travel information website
(www. sma r t r a ve l l e r. gov. au / ch i l d r en / )
suggesting parents planning to place their
children in child care facilities overseas should
research the standards of child care provided,
and lists Child Wise’s website as a source of
further information.

Reflecting the government’s recognition that 
Child Wise are specialists in the protection of
children from sexual abuse we have been engaged
to conduct a two-day child protection workshop
in Bali to assist hotels in providing safer facilities
and services for children and their families. The
workshops will be conducted in July 2005 and

again in December
2005. The two one-
day child protection
training workshops
will target hotels in
Bali that provide
“kids clubs” or other
child care services
and facilities such as
baby sitting. The
participants would be operational managers and
child care staff.  

The Bali hotel child protection training will be
based on Child Wise’s highly successful Choose
With Care program which has been delivered to
thousands of child focussed organisations in
Australia and overseas. We have delivered this
training to a wide range of sectors working with
children including child care. 

The desired outcomes of the Child Wise
training will include:

• Hotels recognise that they have a duty of
care to ensure children are safe at all times.

• Ensure knowledge that there are actions hotels
can undertake to manage risk of child abuse
occurring whilst children are in their care.

• Hotels will develop child protection policies
and codes of conduct for their child care
facilities and how to respond to child abuse.

• Increased awareness and understanding on
the issues around child sexual abuse and child
protection is a vital key to child protection and
child safety.
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This issue is supported by The Intrepid Foundation 
At Intrepid Travel we believe in giving back to the wonderful places that give us so

much in our travels. One way we can show our gratitude is by giving financial support
to local charities and organisations working to improve the local quality of life. 

Child Wise has been engaged to train hotels in
Bail following explosive allegations of child abuse
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Hello friends and welcome to our Winter 2005
newsletter. It is hard to believe that it is the
middle of the year already and that Christmas is
fast approaching. We have an exciting and
extremely busy year ahead and our programs to
protect children are going from strength to
strength. While we have no intention of being a
huge charity, our dream is to continue to meet
the increasing demand for our work and end the
abuse and exploitation of children worldwide. 

With this newsletter is the first charity appeal
that Child Wise has ever conducted and I urge all
our supporters to financially contribute to our
work if they are able. While the generosity of the
Australian public after the tsunami was
unprecedented it has greatly affected Child Wise
with a large decrease in the number of
donations. We really are hoping that people will
renew their support at the end of this financial
year through the Child Wise appeal. 

Additionally, we will also be holding a series of
public forums with the first to take place at the
Melbourne Town Hall on the 6th July on The
Global Explosion of Child Pornography. The
forums will be topical with interesting speakers
so please support our work, come along and

bring some friends. If you have any friends who
may be interested in our work please let them
know about Child Wise Ð we rely on word of
mouth and do not spend our money on marketing
or advertising. It is vital to our continuing success
to tell others and gain more supporters. 

I am delighted to announce that Child Wise has
been selected by AusAID as one of only three
Australian childrenÕs organisations to work on
child protection programs in Cambodia over the
next five years. We are delighted that there 
is increasing recognition by the Australian
Government of the specialist skills of Child Wise
and over the next few months we will be
training across Australia (rural and cities), in
PNG and Fiji and in seven South East Asian
countries. We are a small charity with a colossal
mission and hopefully our skills and knowledge
will lead to greater protection for those that
need it most Ð the children of the world.

I would also like to welcome our most recent
staff member Anneka Farrington to the Child
Wise team. We now have eight members of
staff! She has joined the Child Wise Tourism
Program. Welcome Anneka.

Bernadette McMenamin AO  
Chief Executive Officer, Child Wise

In February and May 2005, Karen Flanagan
and Bernadette McMenamin delivered
Choose With Care training to over 1300 high
school and primary school teachers from the
Rockhampton Catholic Education Office.  

The training took place in Rockhampton, Mackay,
Gladstone, Bundaberg, Longreach and Emerald. 
In addition to teaching staff, all ancillary staff and
volunteers were included and in the evenings five
introductory sessions were run for parents and were
well attended.  

This whole school community approach to child
abuse prevention represents a significant investment
by the Catholic Education Office of Rockhampton
endorsed by Bishop Brian Heenan who also attended
one of the workshops. It is a powerful way to ensure
everyone in a community is aware of the potential
risks to children. More importantly it empowers
people working with children and young people with
proactive strategies and tools to keep everyone safe
in the learning environment.

The workshops attracted a lot of media attention
and the media was used effectively to educate the
wider community about ways in which children can
be protected. 

Choose With Care: Travelling Far North Queensland

Letter from the Chief Executive Officer 

Cooking for the kids A celebrity cookbook to help Child Wise
Cooking for the Kids is a fantastic celebrity cookbook produced by Child Wise. Many of AustraliaÕs leading actors,
politicians and sports people Ð including Andrew Daddo, Steve Waugh, Deborah Hutton and Andrew Denton 
Ð have provided their favourite recipes. The delicious treats on offer include Lao-Spicy Fried Egg Salad,
extravagant Pasta with Prosciutto and Asparagus, and the divine Chocolate, Almond and Date Torte. 

Child Wise has created the cookbook to raise money to help fight against the sexual abuse and exploitation 
of children. Child Wise is the only Australian based organisation with an international child protection focus. 

The cookbook is $22 plus $3 standard postage and handling. To order please log onto our
website www.childwise.netor fill in the Supporters form on the back page of the newsletter.
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