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210	Section 377A
211	Section 7
212	Section 2
213	Section 4(2)(a)(ii) addresses 

the exploitation of the 
nudity of children as one 
consideration in determining 
whether a publication, online 
or otherwise, is objectionable 
within the meaning of the Act.

214	Sections 202 to 294 
criminalise the sale of 
obscene books, objects, songs, 
etc (including an obscene act 
in any public place).

215	Section 11
216	Section 12(1)
217	Section 12(2). It will be a 

defence in Section 12 to prove 
that the transfer took place in 
contemplation of or pursuant 
to a bona fide marriage or 
adoption and that at least 
one of the natural parents of 
the child or the legal guardian 
was a consenting party to the 
marriage or to the adoption by 
the adopting party, and had 
expressly consented to the 
marriage or adoption (Section 
12(3)).

218	Section 13
219	Section 142
220	Section 35
221	Sections 153, 155, 177, 160

and 163
222	The Volunteer Support 

Person can give the witness, 
their parents or caregivers 
information on court 
procedures, can assist with 
stress management, can 
arrange for a visit to the courts 
to help the witness familiarise 
with the environment and 
court procedures, can 
accompany the witness while 
he or she is waiting to testify, 
and may be permitted by the 
judge to sit behind the witness 
as he or she testifies in court 
via real time video link in 
separate room.

•	 to commit, or abet the commission of, or procure 
or attempt to procure the commission by any 
male person of, any act of gross indecency with 
another male, in public or private (with a penalty 
of up to 2 years imprisonment)210 

The Children and Young Persons Act 1993 makes it 
an offence to commit or abet the commission of, 
or procure or attempt to procure the commission 
by, any person of any obscene or indecent act 
with any child or young person, in public or private 
(with a penalty of a fine not exceeding $5000 or 
up to 2 years imprisonment or both and, in the 
case of a second or subsequent conviction, to 
a fine not exceeding $10,000 or up to 4 years 
imprisonment).211 A “child” is defined as any person 
under 14 years of age, and a “young person” is any 
person aged 14 years and below 16 years of age.212

Child Pornography

There are no specific laws concerning child 
pornography. However, the Undesirable Publication 
Act213 and the Penal Code214 prohibit all forms of 
pornography. Relevantly, the Children and Young 
Persons Act 1993 restricts children and young 
persons from taking part in any form of public 
entertainment of an immoral nature.215 

Child Trafficking for Sexual Purposes

The Children and Young Persons Act 1993 offers 
protection for children and creates offences 
relating the trafficking of children, including:

•	 to transfer or confer, wholly or partly, temporarily 
or permanently, the possession, custody or 
control of a child for any valuable consideration 
(with a penalty of up to 4 years imprisonment)216 

•	 without lawful authority or excuse, to harbour 
or have in his possession, custody or control of 
any child with respect to whom the temporary 
or permanent possession, custody or control 
has been transferred or conferred for valuable 
consideration by any other person within or 
outside Singapore (with a penalty of up to 4 years 
imprisonment)217 

•	 by or under any false pretence, false 
representations or fraudulent or deceitful means 
made or used either within or outside Singapore, 
bring or assist in bringing any child into 
Singapore (with a penalty of a fine not exceeding 
$10,000 or up to 4 years imprisonment or both)218 

The Women’s Charter also includes provisions 
relating to the traffic of girls, including the 
importation of a girl by false pretences with 
the intent that the girl be employed or used for 
prostitution either within or out of Singapore (with 
a penalty of up to 5 years imprisonment and a fine 
not exceeding $10,000).219

Victim and Witness Protection

The Children and Young Persons Act provides 
the basis for protection and intervention by the 
relevant authorities if a child or a young person 
is found to be abused or neglected. In respect 
of court proceedings, the Act also restricts the 
publication or broadcasting of:

•	 any information relating to any proceedings 
in any court or on appeal from any court that 
reveals the name, address or school or that 
includes any particulars that are calculated to 
lead to the identification of any child or young 
person concerned in the proceedings, either as 
being the person against or in respect of whom 
the proceedings are taken or as being a witness 
therein

•	 any picture as being or including a picture of 
any child or young person concerned in any such 
proceedings220 

The Women’s Charter makes special provisions 
for girls who are victims of crime under the 
Charter, including closed courts for victims under 
16 years of age, prohibiting newspapers from 
revealing information that may lead to victims or 
witnesses being identified, the ability for courts 
to order detention of victims in a safe place until 
the completion of criminal proceedings, and the 
provision of places of safety for girls in urgent need 
of refuge.221

The Attorney General’s Chambers and the 
Singapore Police Force have collaborated to 
implement the Vulnerable Witness Support 
Program. A “vulnerable witness” is a person aged 
below 16 years of age (or with a mental capacity 
under 16 years of age) that is required by the Police 
or Public Prosecutor to give evidence in a criminal 
case in court. The Program allows for identified 
cases to be referred to the Singapore Children’s 
Society, who will arrange for the Volunteer Support 
Person.222
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223	Prostitution means sexual 
intercourse, or any other act, 
or the commission of any 
other act in order to gratify 
the sexual desire of another 
person in a promiscuous 
manner in return for money or 
any other benefit, irrespective 
of whether the person who 
accepts the act and the person 
who commits the act are of the 
same sex or not (Section 4).

224	Section 9. If the offence is 
committed by means of fraud, 
deceit, threat, violence, the 
exercise of undue influence 
or coercion against her or his 
will in any manner whatsoever, 
the offender will be liable to a 
one-third heavier penalty.

225	Section 8
226	Section 10. If the parent 

connives in the prostitution of 
child in violation of provisions 
relating to soliciting, 
associating or advertising, the 
public prosecutor can apply to 
the Court for the revocation of 
parental power (Section 13).

227	Section 11

International Laws     
Thailand has ratified the following relevant 
international instruments:

•	 Convention on the Rights of the Child

•	 ILO Convention No 29 concerning Forced or 
Compulsory Labour

•	 ILO Convention No 105 concerning the Abolition 
of Forced Labour

•	 ILO Convention No 138 concerning the Minimum 
Age for Admission to Employment

•	 ILO Convention No 182 concerning the 
Prohibition and Immediate Action for the 
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour

Thailand has acceded to the following relevant 
international instruments:

•	 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child 
Prostitution and Child Pornography

•	 International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights

•	 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women 

Thailand has signed the following relevant 
international instruments:

•	 Convention Against Transnational Organised 
Crime

•	 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, Supplementing the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organised 
Crime

Domestic Laws     

Child-Sex Tourism

Thailand does not have laws specifically 
concerning child-sex tourism. The following 
legislation could potentially be used to prosecute 
travelling child-sex offenders and those who assist 
or facilitate child-sex tourism.

Child Prostitution

The Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution 
Act BE 2539 1996 creates a number of offences 
relating to child prostitution, including: 

•	 to procure, seduce or traffic a person to commit 
the act of prostitution,223 even with consent 
of the other person, no matter whether the 
commission of various acts which constitute 
the offence are committed inside or outside 
the territory of the Kingdom (with 1 to 10 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 20,000 to 200,000 
baht, or 5 to 15 years imprisonment and a fine of 
100,000 to 300,000 baht if the offence is against 
a child over 15 but not yet over 18 years of age, 
or 10 to 20 years imprisonment and a fine of 
200,000 to 400,000 baht if the offence is against 
a child not over 15 years of age)224 

•	 to commit sexual intercourse or any other act 
against a person who is over 15 years but not yet 
over 18 years of age, for sexual gratification of 
that person or of a third person, with or without 
his/her consent, in a place of prostitution (with 
a penalty of 1 to 3 years imprisonment and a 
fine of 20,000 to 60,000 baht, or 2 to 6 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 40,000 to 120,000 
baht if the offence is committed against a child 
not over 15 years of age)225

•	 being a father, mother or parent of a child not 
over 18 years of age who knows of or connives to 
have the child procured, seduced or taken away 
for prostitution (with a penalty of 4 to 20 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 80,000 to 400,000 
baht)226 

•	 being an owner, supervisor or manager of a 
prostitution business or establishment, or the 
controller of prostitutes (with a penalty of 5 to 
15 years imprisonment and a fine of 100,000 to 
300,000 baht if the business or establishment 
has for prostitution children over 15 years but 
not under 18 years of age, or 10 to 20 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 200,000 to 400,000 
baht if the person for prostitution is a child not 
over 15 years of age)227



37

Thailand     

228	Section 12
229	Section 16
230	Section 44
231	Section 47
232	Section 50
233	This legislation was not 

available to view. Information 
is taken from the Interpol 
website, http://www.
interpol.int/Public/Children/
SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/
csaThailand.asp, last viewed 
26 March 2009.

234	Section 277
235	Section 277. Heavier penalties 

will also apply of the victim is 
a descendant, pupil, a person 
under his control according 
to his official authority, or a 
person under his tutorship, 
guardianship or curatorship. 
If the commission of the 
offence causes the death of 
the victim, the offender will 
be punished with death or life 
imprisonment.

236	Section 279. If the offender 
commits the offence by 
threatening by any means 
whatsoever, by doing any 
act of violence, by taking 
advantage of such child being 
in the condition of inability 
to resist, or by causing such 
child to mistake him for 
another person, the offender 
will be punished with up to15 
years imprisonment or fine 
not exceeding 30,000 baht, 
or both.

237	Section 8. Refer footnote 3, 
Penal Code Amendment Act 
(No.14) BE 2540 1997

238	Section 287
239	Section 6
240	Section 52
241	Section 52
242	Section 7
243	Section 8
244	Section 9
245	Section 11
246	As amended by the Penal Code 

Amendment Act (No.14) BE 
2540 1997

247	Section 282. If the offender 
used deceitful means, threats, 
physical assault, immoral 
influence or mental coercion, 
the penalty increases to 7 to 
20 years imprisonment and a 
fine of 14,000 to 40,000 baht; 
or life imprisonment if the 
child is over 15 years but not 
over 18 years; and 10 to 20 
years imprisonment, a fine of 
20,000 to 40,000 baht, or life 
imprisonment or death if the 
child is not over 15 years of 
age (Section 283).

248	Section 7

•	 to detain or confine another person, or by 
any other means, deprive such person of the 
liberty of such person or cause bodily harm 
to or threaten in any manner whatsoever to 
commit violence against another person in 
order to compel such other person to engage 
in prostitution (with a penalty of 10 to 20 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 200,000 to 400,000 
baht)228

Relevantly, the Labour Protection Act BE 2541 1998 
prohibits the sexual harassment of children by 
employers,229 and contains a number of provisions 
regarding the employment of children, including 
the prohibition of:

•	 employment of a child under 15 years of age230

•	 causing a child under 18 years of age to work 
between 2200 hours and 0600 hours, except 
where written permission is granted by the 
Director-General or his designate231 

•	 causing a child under 18 years of age to perform 
work in certain establishments including dance 
halls or “establishments where food, liquor, 
tea or other beverages are served and where 
services of prostitutes, sleeping facilities, or 
massage are offered”232 

Child Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault

The Penal Code233 creates a number of relevant 
offences, including:

•	 sexual intercourse with a girl not yet over 13 
years of age, with or without her consent (with a 
penalty of 7 to 20 years imprisonment and a fine 
of 14,000 to 40,000 baht, or life imprisonment 
in circumstances such as if the offence is 
committed by participation of persons in the 
nature of destroying a girl, or by carrying or using 
a gun or explosive)234 

•	 aggravated rape, for instance, if the commission 
of the offence causes grievous bodily harm 
to the victim (with a penalty of 15 to 20 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 30,000 to 40,000 
baht, or life imprisonment)235 

•	 indecent act on a child not over 13 years of age, 
with or without her consent (with a penalty of up 
to 10 years imprisonment or a fine not exceeding 
20,000 baht)236 

Thailand has extraterritorial jurisdiction over the 
offence of rape in the Penal Code.237 

Child Pornography 

There are no laws specifically regarding child 
pornography. However, the Penal Code makes it 
an offence to trade, publicly distribute or exhibit, 
make, produce, possess, import, export or circulate 
by whatever means, any document, drawing, print, 
painting, printed matter, picture, poster, symbol, 
photograph, cinematograph film, noise tape, 
picture tape or any other thing which is obscene 
(with a penalty of up to 3 years imprisonment or a 
fine not exceeding 6000 baht, or both).238

Child Trafficking for Sexual Purposes

The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act BE 2551 2008 
creates various offences relating to the trafficking 
in persons239 (with a penalty of 4 to 10 years 
imprisonment and a fine from 80,000 to 200,000 
baht).240 If the offence is committed against a child 
over 15 but under 18 years of age, the penalty is 6 
to 12 years imprisonment and a fine of 120,000 to 
240,000 baht. If the offence is committed against 
a child not over 15 years of age, the penalty is 8 
to 15 years imprisonment and a fine of 160,000 to 
300,000 baht.241 

Aiding or abetting trafficking is punished as the 
offence of trafficking in persons.242 Preparing to 
commit trafficking is punishable by one-third 
of the punishment stipulated for the offence of 
trafficking.243 Conspiring to commit the offence, 
between two or more persons, is punished to no 
more than one-half of the punishment stipulated 
for the offence.244 Committing the offence of 
trafficking outside Thailand is punishable under 
the Act.245 

The Penal Code246 makes it an offence to procure, 
lure, or traffic an adult or a child of both sexes for 
an indecent sexual act or for sexual gratification 
of another person, no matter where the offence is 
committed and whatever nationality the offender 
is (with a penalty of 3 to 15 years imprisonment 
and a fine of 6000 to 30,000 baht if the child was 
over 15 but not 18 years of age, or 5 to 20 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 10,000 to 40,000 baht if 
the child was not over 15 years of age).247 Thailand 
has extraterritorial jurisdiction over this offence of 
the Penal Code.248 

As noted above, the Prevention and Suppression 
of Prostitution Act BE 2539 (1996) also makes it an 
offence to traffic a person to commit prostitution.

http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/csaThailand.asp
http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/csaThailand.asp
http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/csaThailand.asp
http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/csaThailand.asp
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249	Section 133 bis
250	Section 133 ter
251	Section 172
252	Chapter 4
253	Chapter 5
254	Thailand Government 

response to the United 
Nations Secretary General’s 
Study on Violence Against 
Children, p 5, http://www2.
ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/
study.htm, last viewed 7 May 
2009. This legislation has not 
been viewed; it is unknown 
whether it covers victims of 
child-sex offences.

Victim and Witness Protection

The Criminal Procedure Code contains several 
provisions to make criminal proceedings more 
child-friendly, including: 

•	 children taking part in an inquiry can be 
examined separately in a place suitable for them, 
with a psychologist or social worker present249

•	 if a child has to identify an alleged offender, this 
can be done in a place suitable for the child, 
so that the alleged offender cannot see the 
child, and with a psychologist or social worker 
present250 

•	 if children have to give evidence in court, all 
questions can be asked through a psychologist 
or social worker251 

The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act BE 2551 2008 
has provisions relating to the assistance and 
protection of trafficked persons, taking into 
account a number of factors including the age of 
the person.252 The Act also creates a fund to provide 
assistance and safety to trafficked persons, as 
well as to prevent and suppress trafficking in 
persons.253 

The Redress for the Damaged and Compensation 
and Expenses for Offenders in Criminal Cases Act 
2001 provides that victims of violence under the 
Penal Code can file for compensation.254

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/study.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/study.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/study.htm
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255	Article 254. The penalty 
increases to 20 years or life 
imprisonment if the crime 
causes particularly serious 
consequences. Offenders may 
also be subject to a fine of 5 
million to 100 million dong, the 
confiscation of part or whole 
of property, and probation for 
1 to 5 years.

256	Article 255. The penalty 
increases to 12 to 20 years 
imprisonment if the crime 
causes particularly serious 
consequences. Offenders may 
also be subject to a fine of 1 
million to 10 million dong.

257	Article 256. Offenders may 
also be subject to a fine of 5 
million to 10 million dong.

258	Articles 5 and 6
259	Article 17
260	Articles 7(4) and 7(7)
261	Article 1
262	Articles 121, 119, and 120
263	Article 15

International Laws     
Vietnam has ratified the following relevant 
international instruments:

•	 Convention on the Rights of the Child

•	 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child 
Prostitution and Child Pornography

•	 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women 

•	 ILO Convention No 29 concerning Forced or 
Compulsory Labour

•	 ILO Convention No 138 concerning the Minimum 
Age for Admission to Employment

•	 ILO Convention No 182 concerning the 
Prohibition and Immediate Action for the 
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour

Vietnam has acceded to the following relevant 
international instrument:

•	 International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights

Vietnam has signed the following relevant 
international instrument:

•	 Convention Against Transnational Organised 
Crime

Domestic Laws     

Child-Sex Tourism

Vietnam does not have laws specifically concerning 
child-sex tourism. The following legislation could 
potentially be used to prosecute travelling child-
sex offenders and those who assist or facilitate 
child-sex tourism.

Child Prostitution

The Penal Code creates the following offences 
relating to child prostitution:

•	 to harbour prostitutes (with a penalty of 5 to 
15 years imprisonment if the child is aged 16 
years and under 18 years, or 12 to 20 years 
imprisonment if the child is aged 13 years and 
under 16 years)255

•	 to entice or procure prostitutes (with a penalty 
of 3 to 10 years imprisonment if the child is aged 
16 years and under 18 years, or 7 to 15 years 
imprisonment if the child is aged 13 years and 
under 16 years)256 

•	 paid sexual intercourse with children aged 
16 years and under 18 years (with a penalty 
of 1 to 5 years imprisonment, or 3 to 8 years 
imprisonment if the child is aged 13 years and 
under 16 years, or 7 to 15 years imprisonment if 
the offence is committed more than once against 
children aged 13 years and under 16 years)257 

The offences in the Penal Code have extra-
territorial application if the offender is a 
Vietnamese national or if the crimes are covered 
by a treaty that Vietnam has signed or acceded 
to.258 The Penal Code also criminalises preparation 
for the commission of a very serious crime or a 
particularly serious crime.259 

The Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004 prohibits seducing, deceiving, leading, 
harbouring or forcing children into prostitution and 
exploiting and using working children for heavy, 
dangerous or hazardous work.260 “Children” are 
defined as Vietnamese citizens under 16 years of 
age.261 

The Labour Code 2002 prohibits employment of 
workers under 18 years of age in hard, dangerous 
work and work exposed to harmful substances, 
abuse of workers under 18 years of age, and 
recruitment of children below 15 years of age, 
except in certain categories of occupation that 
promote a child’s talent as determined by the 
Ministry of Labour, War Invalids and Social 
Affairs.262 

The Ordinance on Prevention of Prostitution 2003 
provides that hotels, motels, restaurants, dance 
clubs, karaoke bars, massage parlours, saunas 
and other business service places, which can 
easily be misused for prostitution, must have the 
signed written labour contracts with labourers and 
be registered with the local labour management 
authority. The employment of labourers under 18 
years of age for jobs which can negatively affect 
their physical and intellectual development and 
dignity is prohibited.263 
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Child Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault

The Penal Code creates a number of relevant 
offences, including: 

•	 rape of children aged between 13 years and 
under 16 years (with a penalty of 7 to 15 years 
imprisonment)264 

•	 sexual intercourse with children under 13 years, 
all instances of which are considered rape (with 
a penalty of 12 to 20 years imprisonment, life 
imprisonment or capital punishment)265 

•	 forcible sexual intercourses with children aged 
over 16 years and under 18 years (with a penalty 
of 2 to 7 years imprisonment)266 

•	 forcible sexual intercourse with children aged 
between 13 years and under 16 years (with a 
penalty of 5 to 10 years imprisonment)267 

•	 sexual intercourse with children aged between 
13 and under 16 years by an adult (with a penalty 
of 1 to 5 years imprisonment)268 

•	 obscene acts committed against children by 
adults (with a penalty of 6 months to 3 years 
imprisonment)269 

The Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004 prohibits sexually abusing children, and 
torturing, maltreating, affronting, appropriating, 
kidnapping, trafficking in or fraudulently 
exchanging children for personal benefits.270

264	Article 112(1). The sentence 
is increased to 12 to 20 years 
imprisonment if the crime is 
incestuous; the victim is made 
pregnant; the victim’s health 
is harmed with an infirmity 
rate between 31% and 
60%; the victim is a person 
whom the offender has the 
responsibility to look after, 
educate or medically treat; 
or in the case of dangerous 
recidivism (Article 112(2)). 
The sentence is increased 
to 20 years imprisonment, 
life imprisonment or capital 
punishment if the crime is 
committed in an organised 
manner; more than one person 
rapes a person; the crime is 
committed more than once or 
against more than one person; 
the victim’s health is harmed 
with an infirmity rate of 61% 
or higher; the offender knows 
that they are infected with 
HIV; or the crime causes the 
death of the victim or causes 
the victim to commit suicide 
(Article 112(3)). Offenders may 
also be banned from holding 
certain posts, practicing 
certain occupations or doing 
certain jobs for from 1 to 5 
years (Article 112(5)).

265	Article 112(4). Offenders may 
also be banned from holding 
certain posts, practicing 
certain occupations or doing 
certain jobs for from 1 to 5 
years (Article 112(5)).

266	Article 113(4).
267	Article 114(1). The sentence 

is increased to 7 to 15 years 
imprisonment if the crime is 
incestuous; the victim is made 
pregnant; the victim’s health 
is harmed with an infirmity 
rate between 31% and 60%; 
or in the case of dangerous 
recidivism (Article 114(2)). 
The sentence is increased to 
12 to 20 years imprisonment 
or life imprisonment if more 
than one person commits 
forcible sexual intercourse 
against one person; the crime 
is committed more than once 
or against more than one 
person; the victim’s health is 
harmed with an infirmity rate 
of 61% or higher; the crime 
is committed even though 
the offender knows that they 
are infected with HIV; or the 
crime causes the death of the 
victim or causes the victim to 
commit suicide (Article 114(3)). 
Offenders may also be banned 
from holding certain posts, 
practicing certain occupations 
or doing certain jobs for 1 to 5 
years (Article 114(4)).

268	Article 115(1). The sentence 
is increased to 3 to 10 years 
imprisonment if the crime is 
committed more than once or 
against more than one person; 
the crime is incestuous; the 
victim is made pregnant; the 
victim’s health is harmed with 
an infirmity rate of from 31% 
to 60% (Article 115(2)). The 
sentence is increased to 7 
to 15 years imprisonment if 
the victim’s health is harmed 
with an infirmity rate of 61% 
or higher; or the crime is 
committed even though the 
offender knows that they 
are infected with HIV (Article 
115(3)).

269	Article 116(1). The sentence 
is increased to 3 to 7 years 
imprisonment if the crime is 
committed more than once, 
against more than one child 
or against a child whom the 
offender has the responsibility 
to take care of, educate or 
medically treat; the crime 
causes serious consequences; 
and in the case of serious 
recidivism (Article 116(2)). 
The crime is increased to 7 
to 12 years imprisonment 
if the crime causes serious 
consequences or particularly 
serious consequences (Article 
116(3)). Offenders may also be 
banned from holding certain 
posts, practicing certain 
occupations or doing certain 
jobs for 1 to 5 years (Article 
116(4).

270	Articles 7(4) and 7(6). As 
noted, children are defined 
as “Vietnamese citizens aged 
under 16 years” (Article 1).
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271	Article 7(5)
272	Article 16
273	Article 253. The penalty 

may be increased to 7 to 15 
years imprisonment where 
the objects involved in the 
offense are in particularly 
great quantity or very serious 
or particularly serious 
consequences are caused. 
Offenders may also be subject 
to a fine of 3 million to 30 
million dong.

274	Article 120. Offenders may 
also be subject to a fine of 5 
million to 100 million dong, the 
confiscation of part or whole 
of property, probation for 1 to 5 
years. The penalty is increased 
to 10 to 20 years imprisonment 
or life imprisonment if the 
offence is committed in an 
organised manner; being of 
professional character; for 
despicable motivation; trading 
in, fraudulently exchanging 
or appropriating more than 
one child; for the purpose 
of sending them abroad; for 
use for inhumane purposes; 
for use for prostitution 
purposes; dangerous 
recidivism; or causing serious 
consequences.

275	Article 7. Under the Code, 
witnesses have the right 
to request protection from 
the court or institution that 
summonsed them (Article 55).

276	Article 18
277	Article 135
278	Articles 604, 608-612
279	Article 42
280	Article 52(1)

Child Pornography

The Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004 prohibits using, luring and forcing children to 
buy and sell pornographic produces and producing, 
copying, circulating, transporting and stockpiling 
child pornography.271 

The Ordinance on the Prevention of Prostitution 
2003 prohibits agencies, organisations and 
individuals from producing, circulating, 
transporting, storing, buying, selling, exporting, 
importing or publishing pictures, materials, 
products or information which may be rated as 
pornographic.272

The Penal Code makes it an offence to disseminate 
“debauched cultural products” (with a penalty of a 
fine of 5 million to 50 million dong, non-custodial 
reform for up to 3 years, or 6 months to 3 years 
imprisonment, or 3 to 10 years imprisonment 
where the crime is “against juveniles”).273 

Child Trafficking for Sexual Purposes

The Penal Code makes it an offence to trade in, 
fraudulently exchange or appropriate children (with 
a penalty of 3 to 10 years imprisonment).274   

The Ordinance on Prevention of Prostitution 2003 
criminalises sex trafficking of children (with a 
penalty of 3 years to life imprisonment).

Victim and Witness Protection

The Criminal Procedure Code provides some 
support for children involved in criminal 
proceedings, including:

•	 protection, if their life, health, honour or dignity 
is in the danger275 

•	 closed hearings, when the victim is under 16 
years of age or if the matter involves sensitive 
crimes276 

•	 inviting parents or other legal representatives 
to attend the proceedings, where the witness is 
under 16 years of age277 

The Civil Code 2005 provides that people who 
damage the life, health, reputation, human dignity, 
prestige, property, rights and other legal interests 
of others are required to compensate the victim for 
their loss.278 

The Penal Code also provides that convicted 
persons are required to compensate for material 
or mental damages caused by their crimes.279 
The Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004 provides that sexually abused children are 
to be assisted by their families, the State and 
society through consultancy measurers, physical 
and mental restoration, and given conditions to 
stabilise their life.280
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Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_
no=IV-11&chapter=4&lang=en 
as at 28 June 2009, last viewed 
29 June 2009.

282	http://treaties.un.org/
Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_
no=IV-11-c&chapter=4& 
lang=en as at 28 June 2009, 
last viewed 29 June 2009.

283	http://treaties.un.org/
Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_
no=IV-4&chapter=4&lang=en 
as at 28 June 2009, last viewed 
29 June 2009.

284	http://treaties.un.org/
Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_
no=IV-8&chapter=4&lang=en 
as at 28 June 2009, last viewed 
29 June 2009.

285	http://treaties.un.org/
Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_
no=XVIII-12&chapter=18& 
lang=en as at 28 June 2009, 
last viewed 29 June 2009.

286	http://treaties.un.org/Pages/
ViewDetails.aspx?src=UN
TSONLINE&tabid=2&mtd
sg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18
&lang=en#Participants as at 
28 June 2009, last viewed 29 
June 2009.

287	http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/
cgi-lex/ratifce.pl?C029, last 
viewed 28 July 2008.

288	http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/
cgi-lex/ratifce.pl?C105, last 
viewed 28 July 2008.

289	http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/
cgi-lex/ratifce.pl?C138, last 
viewed 28 July 2008.

290	http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/
cgi-lex/ratifce.pl?C182, last 
viewed 28 July 2008.

291	This summary excludes 
provisions relating to 
trafficking in children for 
sexual purposes. Refer 
footnote 15.
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Appendix 2: Summary of National Laws 
relating to Child-Sex Tourism     

Country Commercial sex acts against children Child sexual assault and abuse Child pornography

Brunei Penal Code

•	 induce any minor girl (under 18 years of 
age) to go from any place or to do any 
act with intent that such girl may be, or 
knowing that it is likely she will be, forced 
or seduced to illicit intercourse with 
another person

•	 import a girl under 21 years of age into 
Brunei with the intent that she may be, 
or knowing that it is likely she will be, 
forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with 
another person

•	 sell, or buy, a person under 18 years of age 
for prostitution or illicit intercourse with 
any person

 

Penal Code

•	 rape of a woman by a man

•	 incest 

Unlawful Carnal Knowledge Act 

•	 carnal knowledge of a girl under 16 years of 
age, except by marriage

Children and Young Persons Order 2006

•	 any person having the care of children and 
young people to sexually abuse, or cause 
the child to be so abused

(Child defined as under 14 years of age, 
young person defined as someone who has 
attained 14 years but not attained 18 years 
of age)

No specific laws

Related offences:

Undesirable Publications Act

•	 import, publish, sell, offer for sale, 
distribute or reproduce any prohibited 
publication or any extract 

Penal Code

•	 sell obscene articles 

Burma Penal Code

•	 induce any girl under 18 years of age to go 
from any place or to do any act with intent 
that such girl may be, or knowing that it is 
likely that she will be, forced or seduced to 
illicit intercourse with another person

•	 import into Burma from any foreign country 
any girl under 21 years of age with intent 
that she may be, or knowing it to be likely 
that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit 
intercourse with another person

•	 sell, let to hire, or otherwise dispose of any 
person under 18 years of age with intent 
that such person will be employed or used 
for prostitution or illicit intercourse with 
any person or for any unlawful and immoral 
purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such 
person will be employed or used for any 
such purpose

•	 buy, hire or otherwise obtain possession 
of any person under 18 years of age with 
intent that such person will be employed 
or used for prostitution or illicit intercourse 
with any person or for any unlawful and 
immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely 
that such person will be employed or used 
for any such purpose

Child Law 1993 

•	 a carer to neglect knowingly that a girl 
under his guardianship under 16 years of 
age is earning a living by prostitution, or to 
permit a child under his guardianship to 
live together or to consort with a person 
who earns a living by prostitution

•	 employ or permit a child to perform work 
which is hazardous to the life of the child 
or which may cause disease to the child 
or which is harmful to the child’s moral 
character 

(Child defined as under 16 years of age, a 
youth is person who has attained 16 years 
but has not attained 18 years of age)

Suppression of Prostitution Act 1949

•	 detain a woman against her will in any 
place of prostitution, with the intention 
that the woman will have sexual 
intercourse or other immoral acts with a 
man who is not her husband

Penal Code

•	 rape of a female by a male 

•	 voluntarily have “carnal intercourse against 
the order of nature with any man, woman 
or animal”

Child Law

•	 use a child in pornographic cinema, video, 
television and photography

Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law 2005

•	 use or arrange with a trafficked victim for 
the purpose of pornography

Related offences:

Penal Code

•	mere possession of obscene objects

291
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Country Commercial sex acts against children Child sexual assault and abuse Child pornography

Cambodia Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and 
Sexual Exploitation 2008

•	 procure child prostitution

•	 procure prostitution by torture

•	manage child prostitution, or manage an 
establishment for child prostitution, or 
provide a premises for child prostitution

•	 purchase child prostitution 

•	 solicit another for child prostitution

(Minor defined as under 18 years of age)

Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and 
Sexual Exploitation 2008 

•	 sexual intercourse with a minor under 15 
years of age 

•	 commit an indecent act against a minor 
under 15 years of age

Provisions Relating to the Judiciary and 
Criminal Law and Procedure Applicable in 
Cambodian During the Transitional Period 
1992

•	 rape

•	 indecent assault by touching, caressing 
or any other sexual act not involving 
penetration

•	 procure, entice or lead away for 
prostitution or sexually exploiting a minor, 
even with the consent of that minor

Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and 
Sexual Exploitation 2008

•	 distribute, sell, lease, display, project 
or present in a public place, child 
pornography

•	 possess, transport, import, or export child 
pornography for the purpose of use in the 
commission of the above offence

•	 produce child pornography for the purpose 
of use in the commission of the two above 
offences

•	 produce child pornography

Indonesia Child Protection Act No 23 of 2002

•	 exploit a child for gain

•	 knowingly and deliberately allow a child to 
be economically or sexually exploited when 
the child needs help and must be assisted

•	 threaten or use violence to force a child 
engage in (heterosexual) sexual acts, or 
employ tricks, lies or ruses to persuade, or 
entice, a child to engage in (heterosexual) 
sexual acts

•	 threaten or use violence to force a child 
engage in indecent behaviour, or employ 
tricks, lies or ruses to persuade, or 
encourage, a child to engage in indecent 
behaviour

(Child defined as under 18, including unborn 
child)

Criminal Code 

•	 contains several offences relating to child 
prostitution292

Refer offences in the Child Protection Act No 
23 of 2002 (left)

The Criminal Code contains several offences 
relating to child sexual abuse and sexual 
assault (refer footnote 292)

Electronic Information and Transaction Law 
No 11 of 2008 

•	 deliberately and without rights distribute 
and/or transmit and/or make electronic 
information and/or electronic document 
containing immoral content accessible 

Anti-Pornography Law No 44 of 2008 

•	 if object of pornography is children, 
punishment will increase by one-third

Manpower Act No 13 of 2003 

•	 use children to produce pornography or for 
pornographic performances

292	In practice, the relevant 
provisions of the Child 
Protection Act, rather than the 
Criminal Code, are used as the 
Child Protection Act provides 
more severe penalties:  Email 
correspondence from PKPA 
Indonesia to Child Wise,  
22 January 2009.
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Lao PDR Penal Law

•	 engage in prostitution

•	 assist or facilitate prostitution

•	 generate income through procuring 
prostitution

•	 procure as a regular profession or procure 
female minors or force a female under the 
offender’s guardianship into prostitution

•	 force a person under 18 years of age into 
prostitution

Law on the Protection of the Rights and 
Interests of Children 2006

•	 use children in hazardous sectors

•	 sexual relations with a child by paying or 
giving any type of benefit

•	 sexual relations with a child under 12 years 
of age by any means, all instances of which 
are considered rape

(Child defined as under 18 years of age)

Penal Law

•	 rape

•	 engage in sexual intercourse with a child 
under 15 years

•	 engage in sexual intercourse with a 
biological child, adopted child, step-child, 
grandchild or sibling

•	 engage in any act that causes 
embarrassment of a sexual nature to 
another person against such other person’s 
will

Law on the Protection of the Rights and 
Interests of Children 2006 

•	 produce, distribute, disseminate, import, 
export, display or sell child pornography

Related offences:

Penal Law

•	 engage in an act of sexual intercourse or 
expose sexual organs in the presence of 
members of the public

•	 engage in the widespread production, 
distribution, or dissemination of 
pornographic items, magazines, pictures, 
video cassettes and other materials 
contrary to fine traditions

Malaysia Penal Code (Act No 574) 

•	 sell any person with intent that such 
person will be employed or used for 
prostitution or illicit intercourse or for any 
unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing 
it to be likely that such person will be 
employed or used for any such purpose

•	 buy, hire or otherwise obtain possession 
of any person with intent that such person 
will be employed or used for prostitution or 
illicit intercourse or for any unlawful and 
immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely 
that such person will be employed or used 
for any such purpose

Child Act 2001

•	 sell, let for hire or otherwise dispose of, or 
buy or hire or otherwise obtain possession 
of a child with intent that the child is to be 
employed or used for prostitution, either 
within or outside Malaysia, or knowing or 
having reason to believe that the child will 
be so employed or used

•	 procure a child for the purposes 
of prostitution or for having sexual 
intercourse with any other person, either 
within or outside Malaysia

•	 under false pretence or fraudulent means 
bring a child into Malaysia for the purposes 
of being employed or used for prostitution

•	 receive or harbour a child for the purposes 
of being employed or used for prostitution

•	 detain a child in a brothel against the 
child’s will, or in any place against the 
child’s will with intent be employed or used 
for the purposes of prostitution or any 
unlawful or immoral purpose

•	 engage or hire, for any valuable 
consideration, a child to provide sexual 
services for that person’s sexual 
gratification

(Child defined as under 18 years of age)

Penal Code (Act No 574)

•	 rape of a female by a male (a man is said to 
commit rape with or without consent when 
a girl is under 16 years of age)

•	 outrage of modesty

•	 unnatural offences

Child Act 2001

•	 a person having the care of a child to 
sexually abuse the child or cause or permit 
the child to be so abused

No specific laws 

Related offences:

Penal Code

•	 sell, let to hire, distribute, publicly 
exhibit or put into circulation, or make for 
purposes of sale, hire, distribution, public 
exhibition or circulation, or produce or have 
in possession any obscene book, pamphlet, 
paper, drawing, painting representation 
or figure or any other obscene object 
whatsoever 

•	 import, export or convey any obscene 
object for such purpose, to take part in or 
receive profits from any business involved 
in such purpose, or to advertise or make 
known that any person is engaged or ready 
to engage in any of the above acts. 

(An offer or attempt to do any of the above 
acts is also an offence)
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Philippines Special Protection of Children against Abuse, 
Exploitation and Discrimination Act (Republic 
Act No 7610)

•	 engage in or promote, facilitate or induce 
child prostitution

•	 commit the act of sexual intercourse or 
lascivious conduct with a child exploited 
in prostitution or subjected to other sexual 
abuse

•	 derive profit or advantage, whether as 
manager or owner of the establishment 
where the prostitution takes place, or 
of the sauna, disco, bar, resort place 
of entertainment or establishment 
serving as a cover or which engages in 
prostitution in addition to the activity for 
which the license has been issued to the 
establishment

•	 use, offer or expose a child for prostitution

(Child defined as under 18 years of age or 
over 18 years but unable to fully take care of, 
or protect, him/herself because of physical 
or mental disability or condition)

Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 
(Republic Act No 9208) 

•	 buy or engage the services of trafficked 
persons for prostitution

•	 undertake or organise tours and travel 
plans consisting of tourism packages 
or activities for the purpose of utilising 
and offering persons for prostitution, 
pornography or sexual exploitation

Anti-Violence against Women and their 
Children Act of 2004 (Republic Act No 9262) 

•	 prostituting a woman or her child included 
as an act of violence

Special Protection of Children against Abuse, 
Exploitation and Discrimination Act (Republic 
Act No 7610) 

•	 acts of neglect, abuse, cruelty or 
exploitation and other conditions 
prejudicial to the child’s development 
(includes any person who keeps or has in 
his company a minor (12 years and under) 
or who is 10 years or more his junior in any 
public or private place, hotel, motel, beer 
joint, disco, cabaret, pension house, sauna 
or massage parlour, beach and/or other 
tourist resort)

Anti-Rape Law (Republic Act No 8353) 

•	 incorporates the offence of rape into the 
Revised Penal Code (statutory rape is 
committed against a girl under 12 years)

Special Protection of Children against Abuse, 
Exploitation and Discrimination Act (Republic 
Act No 7610) 

•	 hire, employ, use, persuade, induce or 
coerce a child to perform in obscene 
exhibitions and indecent shows, whether 
live or in video, or model in obscene 
publications or pornographic materials or 
to sell or distribute such materials

Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 
(Republic Act No 9208) 

•	 trafficking for the purposes of pornography

Singapore Penal Code 

•	 obtain commercial sex with a minor under 
18 years of age within or outside Singapore

•	 communicate with another person for the 
purpose of obtaining commercial sex with 
a minor under 18 years of age within or 
outside Singapore

•	make or organise travel outside Singapore 
with the intention of facilitating 
commercial sex with a minor, whether or 
not such an offence is committed

•	 transport another person outside 
Singapore with the intention of facilitating 
commercial sex with a minor, whether or 
not such an offence is committed 

•	 print, publish or distribute any information 
that is intended to promote commercial 
sex with a minor, or to assist any other 
person to do this

•	 groom a child under 16 years of age to 
commit a sexual offence, whether or not 
the communications occur in or outside 
Singapore

Women’s Charter 

•	 by threats or intimidation procure any 
woman or girl to have carnal connection 
except by way of marriage with any male 
person, either in or out of Singapore

Penal Code 

•	 rape of a woman by a man

•	 sexual assault by penetration

•	 sexual penetration of a minor under 16, 
including causing a minor under 16 to 
penetrate any person

•	 incest by a man of or above 16 years of age 
against a related female

•	 assault or use criminal force to any person, 
intending to outrage or knowing it to be 
likely to outrage the modesty of that 
person

•	 commit, or abet the commission of, 
or procure or attempt to procure the 
commission by any male person of, any act 
of gross indecency with another male, in 
public or private

Children and Young Persons Act 1993 

•	 to commit or abet the commission of 
or procure or attempt to procure the 
commission by any person of any obscene 
or indecent act with any child or young 
person, in public or private

(Child defined as under 14 years of age, 
young person defined as person aged 14 
years and below 16 years of age)

No specific laws

Related offences:

Undesirable Publication Act and the Penal 
Code 

•	 prohibit all forms of pornography

Children and Young Persons Act 

•	 restricts children and young persons 
from taking part in any form of public 
entertainment of an immoral nature
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Thailand Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution 
Act BE 2539 1996 

•	 procure, seduce or traffic a person to 
commit the act of prostitution, even with 
consent of the other person, no matter 
whether the commission of various 
acts which constitute the offence are 
committed inside or outside Thailand

•	 commit sexual intercourse or any other 
act against a person who is over 15 years 
but not yet over 18 years of age, for sexual 
gratification of that person or of a third 
person, with or without his/her consent, in 
a place of prostitution 

•	 being a father, mother or parent of a child 
not over 18 years who knows of or connives 
to have the child procured, seduced or 
taken away for prostitution

•	 being an owner, supervisor or manager of a 
prostitution business or establishment, or 
the controller of prostitutes, if the business 
or establishment has for prostitution 
children over 15 years but not over 18 years 

•	 detain or confine another person, or by any 
other means, deprive such person of the 
liberty of such person or cause bodily harm 
to or threaten in any manner whatsoever 
to commit violence against another person 
in order to compel such other person to 
engage in prostitution

Labour Protection Act BE 2541 1998 prohibits 
the sexual harassment of children by 
employers and prohibits:

•	 employment of a child under 15 years

•	 causing a child under 18 years to work 
between 2200 hours and 0600 hours, 
except where written permission is granted 
by the Director-General or his designate

•	 causing a child under 18 years to perform 
work in certain establishments including 
dance halls or “establishments where food, 
liquor, tea or other beverages are served 
and where services of prostitutes, sleeping 
facilities, or massage are offered

Penal Code

•	 sexual intercourse with a girl not yet over 
13 years of age, with or without her consent 

•	 aggravated rape

•	 indecent act on a child not over 13 years, 
with or without her consent

No specific laws

Related offences

Penal Code

•	 trade, publicly distribute or exhibit, 
make, produce, possess, import, export 
or circulate by whatever means, any 
document, drawing, print, painting, printed 
matter, picture, poster, symbol, photograph, 
cinematograph film, noise tape, picture 
tape or any other thing which is obscene

Vietnam Penal Code

•	 harbour prostitutes

•	 entice or procure prostitutes

•	 paid sexual intercourse with children 

Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004

•	 seduce, deceive, lead, harbour or force 
children into prostitution

•	 exploit and use working children for heavy, 
dangerous or hazardous work

Labour Code 2002

•	 employ workers under 18 years in hard, 
dangerous work and work exposed to 
harmful substances

•	 abuse of workers under 18 years

•	 recruitment children below 15 years, 
except in certain categories of occupation 
that promote a child’s talent as determined 
by the Ministry of Labour, War Invalids and 
Social Affairs

(Children defined as Vietnamese children 
under 16 years of age)

Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004

•	 sexually abusing children

•	 torture, maltreat, affront, appropriate, 
kidnap, traffic in or fraudulently exchange 
children for personal benefits

Penal Code 

•	 rape of children aged between 13 years and 
under 16 years

•	 sexual intercourse with children under 
13 years, all instances of which are 
considered rape

•	 forcible sexual intercourses with children 
aged over 16 years and under 18 years

•	 forcible sexual intercourse with children 
aged between 13 years and under 16 years

•	 sexual intercourse with children aged 
between 13 and under 16 years by an adult

•	 obscene acts committed against children 
by adults

Law on Child Protection, Care and Education 
2004 

•	 use, lure and force children to buy and 
sell pornographic produces; producing, 
copying, circulating, transporting and 
stockpiling child pornography

Related offences:

Ordinance on the Prevention of Prostitution 
2003

•	 produce, circulate, transport, store, buy, 
sell, export, import or publish pictures, 
materials, products or information which 
may be rated as pornographic 

Penal Code 

•	 disseminate “debauched cultural products” 
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Appendix 3: Summary of National Laws  
to Protect Child Victims and Witnesses     

Country Legislation/ Procedure Rights and protections Applies to

Brunei Criminal Procedure Code 
(Sections 382, 236B, C, D, E)

Compensation Victims of crime

Special provisions for giving evidence, including by remote 
video-link or on videotape and the prohibition of cross-
examination by the accused

Child witnesses (under 14 at 
time of alleged offence) and 
victims of trafficking

Trafficking and Smuggling of 
Persons Order 2004 (Section 19)

Fund for repatriation Smuggled or trafficked persons

Burma Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law 
(Chapters VI, VII, VIII)

Dignity and identification protected; provide necessary 
security and assistance, and carry out special arrangements 
for remedying physical and mental damage

Women, child and youth victims 
of trafficking

Repatriation, reintegration and rehabilitation; fund for 
repatriation and rehabilitation

Victims generally

Indonesia Child Protection Act No 23 of 
2002 (Articles 64, 71(1))

Early assignment of counsellors, provision of special 
infrastructure and facilities, and identities not made public

Child victims and perpetrators

Care and rehabilitation Child victims of abuse and 
negligence

Eradication of the Criminal Act 
of Trafficking in Persons Act No 
21 of 2007 (Articles 38, 39, 40)

Investigation, prosecution, and court examination conducted 
with the interests of the child in mind, including no use of court 
apparels or official uniforms; examination in a closed session, 
child accompanied, and examination conducted without 
presence of defendant; examination may be conducted outside 
courtroom using a recording

Child witness and victims of 
trafficking

Lao PDR Law on the Protection of the 
Rights and Interests of Children 
2006 (Chapter 3 and Article 91)

Respect dignity and human value; allow child to express 
views; support from parents, guardians or legal protectors at 
all stages of proceedings; privacy protected; protected from 
coercion, threat and all types of danger; interviews conducted 
by specially trained investigators and public prosecutors in 
collaboration with social workers; use special separate room; 
question in simple language; prevent child having contact with 
accused

Child victims and witnesses 

Compensation Child victims

Law on Development and 
Protection of Women 2004 
(Articles 25, 28, 33)

Compensation and rehabilitation; protection and care for 
personal safety; not to be photographed, video-recorded or 
broadcast; receive suitable assistance in terms of shelter, food, 
clothing, medical service, vocational training, repatriation and 
other assistance as necessary

Women and child victims 
of trafficking and domestic 
violence

Malaysia Evidence of Child Witness Act 
2007 (Sections 3, 4)

Special provisions for giving evidence, including screening, live 
link and video recording; witness support service

Child witnesses

Philippines Philippines Supreme Court 
Rule on Examination of Child 
Witnesses

Participation of a facilitator to pose questions to a child; a 
legal guardian to protect the best interests of a child; a support 
person to accompany child to testify or attend proceedings; 
an interpreter; a separate waiting area; a more comfortable 
environment, including the ability for a child to be permitted to 
testify from a place other than the witness chair, the judge not 
wearing his or her judicial robe, and the taking of testimony at 
a time of day when the child is well-rested; for the child to use 
testimonial aids such as dolls or drawings, and to have an item 
of his or her own choosing, such as a blanket, toy or doll; and 
for the prosecutor, counsel or guardian ad litem to apply for an 
order that the testimony of the child be taken by video-link or 
for a videotaped deposition

Child witnesses who are 
victims of crime, accused of 
crime and witnesses to crime

Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act 
of 2003 (Republic Act No 9208) 
(Sections 23, 24)

Emergency shelter and housing, counselling, free legal 
services, medical and psychological services, skills training, 
and educational assistance

Trafficked victims
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Appendix 3: Summary of National Laws to Protect Child Victims and Witnesses    

Country Legislation/ Procedure Rights and protections Applies to

Singapore Children and Young Persons Act 
(Section 35)

Not to publish or broadcast any information relating to any 
proceedings in any court that reveals the name, address or 
school or any particulars that are calculated to lead to the 
identification of any child or young person concerned in 
the proceedings; not to publish or broadcast any picture as 
being or including a picture of any child or young person so 
concerned in any such proceedings 

Children in legal proceedings

Women’s Charter (Sections 153, 
155, 177, 160, 163)

Closed courts for victims under 16 years of age, a prohibition 
for newspapers revealing information that may lead to victims 
or witnesses being identified, the ability for courts to order 
detention of victims in a ‘safe place’ until the completion of 
criminal proceedings, and the provision of places of safety for 
girls in urgent need of refuge

Girl victims of crime

Vulnerable Witness Support 
Program

Volunteer Support Person can give the witness, their parents or 
caregivers information on the court procedures; can assist with 
their stress management; can arrange for a visit to the courts 
to help the witness familiarise with the environment and court 
procedures; can accompany the witness while he or she is 
waiting to testify; and may be permitted by the judge to sit 
behind the witness, as he or she testifies in court via real time 
video link in separate room

Witnesses below 16 years (or 
with a mental capacity under 
16 years)

Thailand Criminal Procedure Code 
(Sections 133 bis, 133 ter, 172)

Separate examination in a suitable place with a psychologist 
or social worker present; if a child has to identify an alleged 
offender, this can be done in a place suitable for the child, 
so that the alleged offender cannot see the child, and with 
a psychologist or social worker present; if children have to 
give evidence in court, all questions can be asked through a 
psychologist or social worker

Children in criminal procedures

Redress for the Damaged and 
Compensation and Expenses 
for Offenders in Criminal Cases 
Act 2001

Compensation Victims of violence

Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act 
BE 2551 2008 (Chapters 4, 5)

Assistance and protection taking into account a number of 
factors including the age of the person

Fund to provide assistance and safety

Trafficked persons

Vietnam Criminal Procedure Code 
(Articles 7, 18, 135)

Protection Person involved in proceedings 
in danger

Closed hearings Victims under 16 or if matter 
involves sensitive crimes

Parents or other legal representative will be invited to attend 
the proceedings

Witness under 16

Civil Code 2005
(Articles 604, 608-612)

Compensation Victims of crime

Penal Code (Article 42) Compensation Victims of crime
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